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AnNfNlalMo

"It is very easy to defeat someone,
but it is very hard to win someone”

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
Born: October 15, 1931
Died: July 27, 2015
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A Sense of felplessness

/jqnd it came to pass, when | heard
these words, that | sat down and wept,
and mourned certain days, and fasted,
and prayed before the God of Heaven”,
(Nehemiah 1:4)

More things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of. Tennyson
never wrote a truer line. Behind the
great victories of the spirit there is al-
ways someone on his knees.

There is no better illustration of this
than the story of Nehemiah. In the first
chapter, the curtain is lifted on him as
an exile in Babylon. The news had just
come to him of the desperate plight of
the ruined city of Jerusalem. He felt that
something must be done. It was told of
a commanding officer during the war
that when anyone came to him with a
complaint, his invariable reply was,

“Well, what are you going to do about
it?”

That is always God’s challenge to us
in any situation about which we are con-
cerned or distressed. Whatever may af-
fect our nation or the people around us,
we cannot evade our personal respon-
sibility. “We are members one of an-
other.”

But what could Nehemiah do? He was
a slave, without means or power. It was
one of those situations in which a man

|

O

feels utterly helpless and in which he is
tempted to resign himself to events. We
have all been in some such position.

There was, however, one thing
Nehemiah could do. He could pray. That
door is always open. The wall of circum-
stance may hem us around or shut us
in; but there is always an opening to the
skies. The final meaning of our baffle-
ment is that we should look up and find
it. When a man is beaten to his knees,
he is in the attitude of prayer.

Prayer of this kind is something more
than a last desperate resort. Prayer is
action; it is the highest form of human
activity. It is faith getting to work. It is
love finding expression, bearing those
for whom we pray into the presence of
God.

Of course, prayer is asking God to in-
tervene; itis the acknowledgement that
without His help there is no hope for us.
But in prayer at its best we offer to God
in our own surrender of ourselves a chan-
nel for His intervention. We do not try to
use Him for plans and dreams of our
own. We yield ourselves to be used of
Him in working out His purpose. All this
was in Nehemiah’s attitude when he
prayed before the God of Heaven.

The result was very striking...

I 2 oy —



“a1)@WIBn) @) aflslenjemnud mam

(AUIY anigemo”

60320 mnoo eomlawdmMmEapwd MIE00 aldaidoml allem anwlajjeaimElo)m)eaian)
CHSIGNE. alGHH MQONR)B:13A8) MMI @0LIVAIMlE:EMSSIT 2060m MIE00WHS @GR! AN}
21ailee)am) ag)mm) SO)@IIRL 2020 af)M Aldato @O0 HAFIRS)OTIOMAN). HSHIEOBMW)AS Eal6lad
002240 HAUIM)):)M D MRVOV MAles Ms2os)M MleAISHENIBS @HM @RIM) &d0sMo.

o®a¥leno al)20ma)alele® MOWIIMENIAB nYRLIZYIIM); @REMINSIalo, Rlallmaajrin)d:ud
S Ol2OO)HW)0 H21G)M). af)ailos mysememeamaolaial nmigamlelo falmdaumlene &(@le afly)
an); 60108} alellud @RSIENS] @:)0)aM); IWMAllE 2NERHS GRG:EIMo MIOUSIES)M). BRANIOH(S
200890103 ()o@l aflel &)0FIm)AI)EMINP)o MISIG HalESouB-WlmEd-»m aflel @em)dlmo
SO O0)IMN). ANV MSHIESNE MVASIO B5Ha [HHOVE ORI B:ENSa)) MOISe)M). @RML
200l pmwmailer aidaulen)eMI0E 9aMeIE)M ERAlNGImENE. af)ailnsann e2lnmMOmEAM) .
#9)MAIB 2118963, 2llel SN DD ERMAUMEODIT MOV HhSa|@ODIT BYAIDNS
oo sogloleeno @ Mleowatvo Mat0el o) 20T &)5lanwlesoaidkesdo.

00G00MENILIOD 2MeEBUE Mlati@looow] alslad ®mdlen)emol memes ®)R)eIEBS)o
allaomemonissBs)e OWIEEAIEIYHMES)0 HSVIMEUE AHOWV}o Alg)Ga 10NN, MIO)EEMEFIM)
BaueaB300, (0108303le:800 BoemMIWle:0dleg)s Bldreinlleumaalnigwlo COBRIITEMCIHSOW
EMOIHN200)6S BANMOTIOPV)0 BMAIGHEBR)OS MEMHOROD @RRLIMAMIHBRWV)o 0LV, IR
OOIO®R O )23 2)58H] aIS)OMWAODTIW ¢HISIEMBFIM) 0)al aileiniE)aM MD aVoaillwomess
53100 M0HG 2llel AlETIHSB)HSVo &)S)oMIFABSHSV)0 HOGHSIM M 00 @)dhdudss @AMS]
©)EMI03 BMOWh I 0613 BRSIEAIBIBE)EWOEN); MAESHOM) HO)OIIMMAGEIdL GRMANNIM),
DOEL0 CMIGFINSOMIM 2 HAMEIV)BS MBI HF10N)EHSIN) MEM) HI0EMHAM) OO
©0@8 6. AllxqMOD16] GGl M) MSEHYAMEG) AleHaNDAIORIW MVIBHIOAIGHNEMAEN.
ORYOIA] O OO2ADE MVIBHI0YAUBHAGIENISIENIIND IR0 HHOBBWSEOO |S)EWIEN). G AM
Tengsam)o (w1la:alanyanm)e @olale d¥lale 988013 eamalelo 2®EIINN Ealel af)aloo
OAUBS a)UO)IMO VB0 MEM. AlBHAII0Y0 DD HBIECNBMEHILI0 BRAITIMIEEEMIIEHSS), RoTMIW]
S0HB)o )S)00)0 M@0 MMUMEIW] AileoZlenam afler @R Olend 00ReEBBSN) MRR0WVT Moo
200l0lBle)0.

DD M02JW)OS BRY0oRo GNMIFMIEIWMATIEN0 NI EIVMODIENR0EM. EMISINGRIWMo af)mm)
2006 (2 laDOOTIENNS B0} HOY)0 H2IYIAD HadMBRMo AUIFIWOWIERW. ERHVIMTHG MNOMED)
020N CMIg AIM@)OHINE MA)HS QIE)2IMo DESIVWITIL. MARHS HAHAIDL)BS alem
oolad MiloansoNALo aflel fI0EGEIRIANG:V)0 D MINEH:UE allel MVISI0JAIBTIBB)HS Hadall

Cruren veorn ® ez s



SlOloem)6EB)®W)o H2IVmEn0ud @raIden) milmim  1m)8s 2)rILMmacDl; 20)0IROD), H210)d:lS
&2JQISo H2IVGT0}M BEMHES af)2loo MatiSHa S0 H2ITM). EHla] alsMo, B)IM)Ealdnel
2)82]) HA)AM aflel “@senm @&k’ @zlmalallv auiRoMo H2100) Ek)5)EMINE Mledy
alla] alsmo Balanelo @ldlapaiclel agam @aLnddnyo MlEstald:d Galajolamle), (aIole:smeuoat
el @as)ewd mooclooge aelw (aewommanalel af).slagpo/adwly/ameniy &odwees
@y (wla] Moo &aflee)m DenoeiaD), BH00Q QEMONIeNHS BNEBOS EleUBHIHHM TEH)
@ln)o eNIE)B:UBER0 SFW)o af)IM MUDT® 0 Mo BIGMEIE)MIG MA.

g00)6N8 SMOSkA(B W00IZ2OWV)BR 2 |M)BElDlEdMIMI0 B5)0 allékmag) 20MP0W 2)6 MBS AUV
snilnilm . @nafles @eal®menso O&:IGINAM) GHO)M adSIWl0EB)MAIAB 209 B) HO0YR)6NE.
©au©A enimin ~ almaom quyaislesmile; @eslhmimainig Rlnieemo 9VFHWS)OB 269I0)AIM)
®)S1H90M HHIS)EYM 22GHHQITNT BIa0BIAILVaI00! af)eldo MatiSHa|5AIM)0 BBlHHE llRWo
PIElaJaIm)o B)S)O@ ailSlySHn)0mB8 ANOWIGE &)B)l2))210S) M@0 MGHEMSIW)M®)0 Mo
S06M)aM). DTMINS LIERENRIGH)AMG MWINSITL R)SSHIDD MSMILISHO0IEM. BRI CHIGZHNM
QIO AlMARS)OD) RWIBHMAIM) HGIS)O HB:0S)BHEM)0 aneBailm)o @onlaud el als)eno
H)AMD®)0 HUVE aflel &)5lV)o ?)0allo EYB)HOS H)06B)d:SEla]le9)MM)0 M0 HIEMMM). MIHS
@000)o 2115)9$05000 EalonLl DBH0)BHWIR] ag)M) alo@omonile)

HOV)o MU RMEBBUBHHHIIDDIV0 AOKTBS)0 BIROR T MOOMEBBBAVI0YAM). HBICNBMEHILI
@) WIOMD)o M&AOMIBEe)@WIEM. 2MEBBW (LNACNMILIVEBHS “GSBMIO)HS 1)ad” WIH
20g1Qle)MHAIM EMAM@ DEajoud (alenieie Slclee)m). eesaiainmepin) asseeglsoatlelo
MEBBIHS TLWIMABIM) MILOW DSl MSIVIHBSM)CaHE! CHIAM)AN); BRLOAL, A lOMIBIND
200 @RYOIWMINVE:GalEBUBAE HIEIA 980 HBIENE BIBSHO MatSHISIAlE)M). M)QINE)EGSOW
206368 allcoimlaflaflo)m aivw eronlonesmEsed all§ WILNIdmOIEMIWe DUBHSHIBS)AM)
MO2RM20V BG2RBlBWBBRN0 @192 100683036920 1G] R1QUNBS HABAOED GBS BNAIM)0
2O6IBHBAGHENE Dal2lllee)midas &$lw)Tel agErlad @GSO MEINO AMEBHS af)EBeM afle:w
#9)H2M) alowomoailel.

eI0M00RE331Me12] allznicrarlvlale MmdRuosnivlene Bnmoalylelo @NONM 00w
8002660 RalRT0iMR0GN0 COS] @RNEOREBSIM EaldWM)o, DD MOS) BAl2J0IBAHE MIFO0S &l
&8 @Bl olE) (A ICWIRMAIS)OMANM HEWIHD CrDVM) MAR}HS COBIAODM HE2IMIBHIAHE
@RSK0 HAKEHIAD SI0EMR0WV af)aIM 60) B TUDIAENE. HAI0J Gl AU R(GALL, D CORIHOD
@RSINLNOMER IRIBHBEI00 GO H2INWHS MAOIVOTIREM (aI0IGEINME. HBIM) almrlas,
#0600 2ileinilod £1062)MBGN)M MeR)es Mmilmilm  )@:0860)88 MOMalolAlo B0} EO0EMAEM.
“Gawds) 0 B af)am) aloHIm) MSMN) B0V, Tudeadlam @sasl MdemMMAIdELal
OEBB)NS YOI EEBUISH) 662 INVICRIEN) EMIHNM®) MIBOTIWIS, D C0BO) CAINRO®EI
maflasomeam 9@ajodla lee}nmBs B0} aldloao MSAMIEMUISIEM Mo VLNOAMO GBUMIEMsIE,
80&)MO. “BOOMNRIN Gld) ESUBEH)EIUOWD MER)HS BRMMDNO @REIROMAlGI®
20663 60} 19 O2lFal0g 30302 ERRIVSIENIM) - “®6) @0eHeMo auioal... ”

| ® 1 20|



003a10S)B>U3-38

and. GRI6M| GROG2e:
6308 ag)afladed0alo

G0Jom scomo
eileno MRWIAS 663
QWM (@ alOMEBBUB
6 MBENOVWHDOW
MoRIAUM HUI M@
&Y alemWl®mosm
CMIAMY @My
(1225-74). ©(SM" 6™
‘AWl %03 (decrees)

avleiload (1545-63)
G0W 1 @16 M@@3 (m(sr;aommﬂmg ©21M
B03 @RSITLOIMAlORO® MVIIWIMo HalENGIN)
S, ‘cmonlavo’ (Thomism) ag)am
Gal@lelnsm @EGa0aIOM allim:wd GRGIW
00]50. @O ‘a)MOB)o OfleInals®) (eternally
valid) @ResMN 1879-@3 Galda] (aleriydaila)).

moeildleeal, alelo aDOMI0INS] B0)
(SN ®IQ &)S}oMnIOMIC3 WM MUY OOV
ROMOallMOBHBINS al)( MOV GOIAM)
@H MO BMMo. MSla] 0T IGIO
V)88 VOTMIV &)SIVIV]YMM) E®OAV.
208l B0 lemowlenss @rmilolad alo
OODIMOIV] G2IGO). 14 AUV  )AIOO @IS
alClay). aflmls emafldmiloal wysmleaiga
glol@ caidmm). @raillesala] ewosilailenad
MmO (AUMODS)OD). &)S}06NII0W
@B MO @o01»oleOM B¥leomlel.
@RAIG GHIlIB:)RI00W]. CGMIRMIIOM af)sa3
om®)o allmlalaflevomald emosl. 30)
6Ol M(@1OWeSHME (alceIdE]aflenoad
(00ala)). @BRGRAOOOD MSIOGHNEMSE) GaldW
emafldmileal @rday milaaload munomoo
@RAICEIWIBHIME (0afla)). alGHH, OO0
HEMOM)o @PGRa00 ®1P)ROMOMIG Mlam
afladaoclaflg). a1001aVIG3 &)S)O@3 HOBAIND
M@ aloMOEIMOWV] ¢213aM). EREIMIAS 3

[E Tt |

MOV
@R lanoaV’

Q

=

=

o019 (Albert the Great) oM @00
alsmuBloen &16lenwlo)mm) alomo. allanls
®16la] mgeluvlorIoml@ @RE3a0o UBlas
0Ll MO alOMEBBBJo af)9OM)BB)0 lol
aflenenaow] @raloseoFlafd)sl.

DAL MOl @)E0afloal aggano alellw
‘MO :080qUle; HOBAIMI(@E6mad’ (Scho-
lastic theologian) o) @RE3a00 @RGIWEA]S).
‘Mod080qulmilmo’ (Scholasticism) 60)
(D allamowoo®oem. ‘ail3yoeyoavo’
(education) MVRV)OS MIWMMOEWLIOWVI0)
). (ale@i&la)] 96ElE:0)0 TVMIOMII200)
20010)aM) BRO) OOB:G00Y0 §2IT@IOYIN).
W89 @olallanDassmloowloym) @l
0)0s 2llam®)o aldlaflénelo. GBIV
alomomIm)o @YEIAMEVAS alClajlaoeilm)o
@RYWI02IHE] B0) )@V 201D @il
MOMYo 2Qlo MI1HAla)). HS)O@ WSO
al)@qJmo@ (more logical) 80 aValalm@06M
@SHIMOITY HOBHOSHINBD. CAIBAI) TV O &
BOMEB3)0 @REIAMVEIANMIGHMIN)HS oIl
aflevensgio @edlequogleilomeajooeiw)ss
Q)9S ®®Iailana:g)o (philosophy) Gald@m)
Qla] aflvpaIV®EBHs @eEGa0o Aillvda1d:
@la)). alGaH, GRUYGITV®MAN3 &Sl saig
90]S}0M00]5 0660NGMIEN0HOM @]
dloomyo @RAI®GlaflendM)o @REGaOOMIM
HIOTIL! 0f)aD B0} H)001 @REGaOOTIM)ENS
o) lladwea@ alo)an).

622 @R&IMITY MO0 af)9@IW]
@} BOOBOEM). BREZAOODINIG ©aINH:U3 18
Q10e1§6BB8OW (alVlRL1H:dle00a SIBlaeyam).
GAIBa)VOGODIORI af)ld eIV EBOS
a|gl@)o @E3a00 QIOAIOMEBBUS ag)P) @

1 T



‘0 OlewoesoElend’ (Summa Theologica),
‘qV)om0  GBHO6EM(SO gaqg@m”b’mi’ (Summa
Contra Gentiles) )01 &R (SO 1@
afleomemlon aéao af)Haa)  af)S)om)
SH06M1EH)MAUIVIEM. DAUWVIG O6NB) @00}
63BU3 H06M00:

8a, 008ald 6as81a105)& 8o @)s]
N@HOalg aflolom MmyeEBU (revelations)
)OI B WO ?

oE, nNELlaI020® AlGLINOMIG &)
(by reasoning) EIElH0)M TVMYEBUD agal?

mal oo allvsleolea)mmn @oaol
eqauoglelload @OINITV(®0 CMIRAV @il

MOM ERYWOIORIB)AMY6ME. D MI01eH
EMEEBUWD af)E@BOM HHBAUGMINN GRM IO
omlcelds alo@ 21)6N3)M) ol @O
“ereml) ASle:ud” (Five Ways) af)am Q10Bm)
BRSO3 H)S] af)SIOM) HOEMIHH)MN)66NS
®lelo, AMOMAODIG @Al HHBANCMJ]
B0 ®OM alo@)lel agal alladuoma)
6T, @RERaOODIHMG 1032 IEBSEIGE alfim)o
1277-@ a1001M @)emlecaismilgl osslens
W) BRIV af)B]elo COIRM & COMI
eNleno e )OS ailudld v T ® § 6833 Bs)
GO2M @IIMIMIIOM 208 WeMROW
aquIOWIMR0eM M@E1VNSBI ).

@903aldS)h U3 -~ DaldVoaNIVO

(BINOIVMEWYOS @Yoo, @ ®1oM
QI8Ba) af)alal MoNITWo )88 AISIMR0W
80) allaIoemaem &$laom GRWLOWEBBSIT3
MsOMO®. MAUlN®E2V 2101(@HROI)
28l M@WHVIFBI®. TVEWHS QBB 3
@REIATVE OCRUTIHNIOD @OCMD: B00468BUI
&HSAN))SOM DHSWIVIG)ENE. CWU0)(HIMI @)
aload oloacem MRS @YWIOHAM
H0)®a]g aflvoloav MmeERed mleimldom)
M@IM}e MSajosMMTIMMB8 @M
©le3 20M)aHlH20® alBlEMM&BSB)o ®1Baly
&B)o @)al5) MEisnoad Mswowl. @rClag
anN,INOW] L@ahﬁ(m"m)%om ol®u3 s
0lee6alg). DO TVRWVAS G@YOoRo M@
06MOANIN@EN). NS MVORAKBBUD (AIGM B0
()S) O} 306N B aN):

1. omeERoolO MmN o) 100w
avawlolglomace MsOm® @RBOWI0)aM)
01 Boal @RLIGAVIENEIW (Cyril of Alex-
andria). (@RG3a00 A.D. 444-08 Mlo0®MOW).
eSO mlelnilenss emequocle  Tom
@100® 80} EHIM @O BONo RWIHHID
@G3a00 CHISOIVSBE EIA00W ) 6
#9)ell 9:05)0m) af)M ®1e200m HAUVA
G06I6q|S)OIVIS)6ME. 20(®Ll, aBO®®s1el0

|

(@I VTWIW)6MROWI@ @R@IOM EGMEISOM
MmO M1n00}9S B0) Ql§1n06OMOMEAN
af)®an My M@ 80)e01 Mldom]wlo)an)
HAIM)o alOWH|SIAM).

2. @lalyo aVYManEROIVIM)GUoaHo Oil.
@EMIMIEMVOMSlom@loodlamlclaom 60)
(atenueinileomo @RelE:aLI(NEl©lenmeow
©)aM). @RAIB Ba|E30MH VM MlaM8s (1lend
0leoavlom ®aB8)0S enilatta o] A10¥la)).
@OGRa00 @RAIG MV (ME1WIWIM (alealwol
SN af)M) EHFC0Ud BMo MBS IS
0@3 ®Slafy)S]. 00R0UW0)M EHHMNBAVO
@l 1eom@ (Constantius) oflam)emewInSs
caloelnd MdQ)uuemIV)M)alcIUlla] al8s]
B0 & M) MIIMYo BYB)HOS l)O NI HH1.
@OMIMIGTVLOM BSSIAUTB Eald®)eE:06MS
@REGAOHOD @ROTY) H21QoMmOwlel. AD 339
2082J) 20MEM@ (NIENI0IEVOMT aIss]
@3 (a1GaIUt]af). @)SAM @I RINODI
N0 allwmane @ROoEla]).

G06MauQlad (Constantine) al(HAIBOD
mlalyd aIManesoay ailgla))é)Slweajod
@I a1HES)OM® 318 TVRO allmoBHmd

(GUoatto @aiz2 12-03)

I 2 oy —



oe6enienilud 21lamnad>ud - 93
6(aldan. af)o.0eAl. GWIaOMMI

(oI eDu

“Maiws @00INAG BRS)HNTB 210D
ag)a)qé a1 NT1@WIS (al®1(H1w
MSOD] OBHICHNINED af)aD) alO61010)) .
(EnG@HOOaV 18:3)

2MHIOM MUTla lEOIAI0M)0 Hag)Uoloso
OHS)OMQIOM)o TVAIWIMo MatiSHa|S)
O®)UOMY0 (aIDNEWIUIWOW afluodal Mo
a©0 alGl(U02ila])d:0eNE1B1H6)aN). @RI
af) $90 LIOMYo  @RIVLIWI L AIdEM. AM)
Hie@ aysmiRIoloomled ao@ael,
&)S)oeniRTallmomlelo quaaoRlailo
OmIelo GRAIM (alWdMEBS)o (al®IaTVaW]
BB)o DENBOAR)MM). alldailon Hleomo
0O® B)OOCROLHUS @RYWIOIE (BPAD'
SHOWIG3) WOmmMIAN AM)aUIOHM @)
(B2A1B6)aN). HOalVddaild: HOTVMYOIG3
GEONOMINHAG B}OOCMOANENE; GOl
O B)0OEROANME; HHAIEIN OO,
@003, NVIBMN@WHS, (BAlYO
(D003, B)3C20a00MINM, @oU0)RL]
W)OS af)loo B)OICVIBHSB)ENS.

aflto2l0) quIWIMMB8  B:00) 63303
2MaHyo0 R1N®OWIG3 AIE)EMIOU3 3)©0
OROBHUE BRAIMIGE HSAMBIST MOUVOM
AHSEBUE DENBOB)MM). ™) ®1d]2 0]
WM HOBAOS AT ASION)CaldBHIO T
9OBAICOMIS M)Sla 00 (a10B@@OIHH)OM):
‘(O CWIWVICWIS (al®](H1Y Msom]
ag)Mee) M0Wo aldeflaf) MG’ ag)m).

‘00301620, 000003 meanos mleiail
Blo9)an ®MOAG (ADWO0)OS D00 ]I
B1BLIHUIVYBB0INE GRYWILYo BRAIOO

[E Tt |

©

=
[’

3
)

‘f‘% 5

(el (21 DSOD] b5 W1LIEWI?
NI @PRAINO (a1 MmSom]
eaHlo9)o af)an) amoad MIEBE8IS ald
@)amy”. (EYGEHNOAV 18:7-8)

2M)aHiOM MI®LOUTIGEIBs MWEe)
A MWleamoo ald@l(WAlEe)aN ©6)alUdd
215608 §HeMIVIE3 AlaT) 06U ]SO0
@R OIV@EINIW alG@ITV  alOWAN):
“‘@smdadanlola lad; MleBs)os (al]ecwon]
@@ aflwoal @PLIO)AD aVloado a)an
GaloeLl @O0 0fl9)EsEBME) afan @lo
61010)) 2Q1 MSHN)AN)”. (1 AIG @OV 5:8).

1939 aAWlarvoeni@ 31-00 M1V cRodER
@RYOIDM 21RO (NH1S1a¥ LMW H6)
80) TVEMUoo MElw;l: | said to the man who
stood at the gate of the year, "Give me a light that
I may tread safely into the unknown". And he
replied, "Go out into the darkness, and put your
hand into the hand of God. That shall be better
than light, and safer than a known way."

al)®}QIONVEOMIOM  alSIAGC3HH ©3
@Ian) eMOM @Y AMYaUYEMIS G21031a)):
“@nolweqsIslepom aiglolepos av)o
U D MOV Calddr) UM af) M1OH900)
©Us12jo M)E20.” @Y DM)USA3 alO6I0N)):
“BRMWB000MICLIDS) 3008 Qs f)ed>0B5).
m1oaG H00 H9BODINAG H 0 o103
QD B8). BRD) MIMH6) 5QIS]2JCOM LT3
20m220010108)0. @01V (S)AD AILIEW
OD0UB @) AV)OLUID20W]0lo6)0.”

3)3Va20W Al Mmemes :)milad
DENBIHY0. @RJ}00 HSHHIM (IO

1 T



®AaN) COIMM)AN @RAITVOEBUS DN
0. aldHH CWU)AIlO H06BBUE MO
allslaflglenE o) M 06w 2)66Ns 8;103
(aION@IRY GOMIHS, TVLAIWIMEOMINS
aB®) (al@OMVEa0I® AFlDlennsw)o
MDBS MBEMIOG Galdd0M &H¥lw)o. AM)
i RIallmo®memm BWqoslom =lallm
2GR af)RlonIBHe)2)NE B0G00 OO
eN88 BWaJ0S)HUd (anxieties and fears).
2m)ady RINOOWIG QAIOYIN EWaOS)
&8 2] AlwOmIed Moo MIBlH60:

1. Fear of circumstances (MV0a0210468B36)S8
#9)0l2 )88 BWo).

2. Fear of failure (a100RVWEOOMHH)0l)SS
@M00)

3. Fearoffuture (800iloWo9)Gl2 )88 BWo)

(BTN ®) H,)OSWONRBICE DD BWa |0
S}3He8 MABe TVIWIo0 BGMAISo.

Ira F. Stanphill ag)dm @RG20186003 &0l
al0sl "Many things about tomorrow | don’t seem
to understand, But | know who holds tomorrow
and | know who holds my hand.”

MOOBHWVWEN)0la] BREM S0 B00}633UD
a@lee am el ogan) aldlealal.
alOBH @YOEM af)H0G HOODIT allSlajl
QAlENMMD® )M MEHGIWI0. MOSHOD
BlaINOOD @O BH06EBSICRImIMN HOBAI
2o aflSlajlBles)M@) 6@06ME af)Mee
MOOBOWENGla] @RYH:)LINa|ESMEl AId]
@:@1%. @00 (aI®1CWOINIVWIV UOD®I
oogaocme)c@ @RY(HHDEMHO BYAN) HY]
@) 300r13, @OANTMOHM HOWOYHA]S)
OM]OSEHENE  27-00 ALE: 1B M OB @3
IS}V : “WEa000! 0)6)g ©QIBl2 )0
o)OF OHUW)o @IYH)AD). 1M1 @YD
BWO2[S)o? WEaN0! a0 22101603 NiILlo.
M0 BYOO GalSloe)o?”

|

“m0ad WEaN0QICWIS 80) 50040
@RCaldrtla)). @) DCAD 613 @YY
a0lH6)aM). WEa020IW)OS DEMIaOODIo
@06120M)o @RI dMBle@M@d W om]
2f0M)o @G @1YW)AHINILIOAININW)o
MOMT WEa0I QI WYOS @1yLl o103
aloBGHNBDIM) ®6OHaD.”

30r1610) B80) &HO0LER @RGAIGHIB
M)BR): af)GajoP)o HOBAMVIMIWS0 eIE]
HOEMED af)M); af)Gal0P)o HOBAICOINOS
G213aMN) MSBNIM BHFIWEMERD ). ag)am)
I HEM MG BoA131M @ROTWoo,
6300 &)OSW)ENE®IT “Grmdamn 3lal
W om1e3 @RAIG @O )5S0 o103
aean 38lajlon)o. @loymlaavomloag
2001138 oOaAD 20 W HHN)o. aldOGADS
)P QWAOM)o. WECa[OU3 DG 25Q)
BB PO(ONHOB)OS GAOT )G DLl QW
@)o.” 99Balo @M HOODITS ilSlajldl
HNYAN) af)aD @R OOHWOYEOMINS, BV
®2eJoo 2001, (al®}000eWIenSs 30al13d
al0s)aM) “amom Rl m) 8800605
GBUOOI) WEaNIQUWYHNS MM IS
ailwoiavlaflogienlod @atiso. @Gand0ID]
&0 (2 ID)J000 DOUDE)D>; ODWA6)2 (510106
MIeAg a0§BWo D02 {loldOOS. BPED WE200
Q11808 (aID)f000 QD B85 ”

ma)es 2lailmo MAdWOM qVMI)A6M
@0 ) QIO Loeﬂwﬁ@goﬂ@o@ & 06888313
aflsla], (0l @RyEaIaIM(ald:000
MSHN)EMIOU3 BROB)MHOAIW ailRWo
M6 eIElHn)o. VAl NNRLICWW)o
Sal)aN 9661 TLVAIWIMo MA) &6
6HAI0}o. Mo VAN aHS IV T 10)0.
&»006Mo, (aI®MEWIWIWIW ofltdailay
MO H®IS}AUOM TLOW AL,

I 2 oy —



(2010 213aNIA - 1
&(alda0. DOMY) CBHOUT]

@B1Y)a006ni, @RAOIVYAT ag)m] WlMVOCWE3
ORISHMIN}OS HILIO (enilavl 875-851)
@Rye ageleoailead (alalaimaloe (alalyeol
HB)o MSSHMO. aBellwoni ag)mm asslend
@AMN0 ‘WEaNQ! HOBAUNIGIMN)’ af)aNIETD.
ORIGHMO0)HS BANI0 o)AV M0 17-00
@RRELIOWO M@ VIRIBHMOOIOS O6NBI0
M OSHOMION @R0oRo AIOOW)o, AQ) aflal
allW o3 sleno agelleoalom mon)es
HH06MYAUOM  BFlW)o.

@2a8i(S1® VMBIV A lURIOMEIS

MO®IHHBAINIY VWENIAUWIHS TVIANR
M2 WIMLOGVEIOMm MWIHHNAN IRIHH
@3 HHBAEIWM GlaldEIabla{lan)ad
2}DMAIN|SAIE0V]0)aM). af)IMIMB alfI0)o
008AIMOMIT3 @SBl allmls @y oo
@l@d wlam) 200)M®OWV] H06mM0. MI0Yh
20(@28l, RNEBHS GRGIN ¢lalClafle):®)o
9210®)QIM). EYaooMilead allmoa® &l
Wa gl al0)M®), “B(2] WEn000ID)Hs @M]
atfSP0QD)) ©210); M8 2)MNNOI0)aN
af) LJOQIOOB)IB)0 @WIldo aldalo (alQI@
ola))” agamoem.

821W)PS BOEMEWaHO OB @RYanIENI
00RADYal @)S6Bl. @RAIM WEaOIQIW &6
@RISR0V BRMIWIE:0 6210M). @YD
a1eBom§00R0010M@ 2HBIW MDAVEMI
eflom 200y@OWT MUIl&:@len) MM e63Al
SOIE3 Wl 200)ARMBS (A IWIM B06Mo.
0026M]W)HS MILIAI0(alH00 &HMIMYEBA
Mo enuoeill® 8) snieflarloane, cralwow
@REUOWVAS (al®aHOW)o D6MRISS] @YD
WNUEH0V] 9alcWIUIla)). GREBOM RMo
©@oGan0IWI@ mIaM alld®lolw)aomss
M0a02I0Y0 OMOW.

[E Tt |

oeilavoqi-
G(Ra20 (1019 21>

©

(aIQIROMEBBUY 21)0)HHDIW]

apelleoailomsn)ola) Moo @S aldlal
Wla ailel 00468308 @O alOW)):

1. @Ra0denilen cowomlwled §210M VWO
M) &SI AMOM al0EOMISLO®m 260m)0
29V CBROD HalDHOLl AT alOs
Wwload.

2. 950100 COIZIMABIDD: HUIRHORICBIHG
@R0ocEMI® sglall@d o), cmosleel
AAUBBAN0 HIBH OHIS)OM @YandOAI)o
OHME Dalzlailajaimd.

3. USRI M)W MoimDleeal allw
QlWPS BAUMODIGE EaldaHla{laOnalgaImd.

4. eneiload 450 (alQIdald@I0)20W] 2O
Ola] Voo &Yla] alRVIEe)HW)0 ERGIM)
GUdaHo @RAIOO af)Lldo MVHHWOL0 HBHIHINI
S} BHW)0 H2IT® @Y.

5. MOGENIOOMIOM 6H0RIA 1Y 2] GUdaHO
@RVIB)NS MIGIEGOMIZ0 211OCAMIZRIHE)
a0 al}0dals @aodmilom cmoladsnens
QIEOMGaIIB)IN  AilelOm)H:03 @RA1W] 2.

6. a0IGMOBHOMECaIOR! DSERIHS AVIBY
OOIGEIBH  af)S)H0O|SAIM.

MISHTOMIW 0o (AICAINOMo

LoJo_logJoe;cmoaaanﬂ al0l66) MUY TMVOWI
@6M @PEialo 21l @eRBIRN0 MBS LIElEe)0
- 6NI0RIg0, &)S)osnio, all®Oallead Gald, (alod
eMmODN allglenalg Moa0210yo, BAUMo
@B AIElENI VAW, MEEBOHM alfi®)o.
a)IMO@ ageflwoailpmaldl DO@omM)o M@)H6)

1 T



eigy2el. all®oailem eald)Galdelo @ROIV)
a0 mowlasmilel. Gleelwodlerl 30} §210)
(o220 @Wemilad mlam, ®Mes) OB
Elalm eIEla®6m af)M@IGE d@LRo Mo
dleeo® 0RMaIWIRIE ag@mam mluosnis
MOV a@ellwonl. WEn000IW BRMI®Ieem
2001 afldalgl@loym @ysoRlo)Mm) ageil
©oQl af)M @G all@enoel (alalyooleglad
alam am  1eREeQNIM@EN. ‘G003 ¢Vl
M0309)M  WEaN0QUWOED 618 alOaDIS
£I0O® MV @QYMB)HS108 2eom)o DYW)o
DMBOHDIE]” af)IMIEMEEI0 @BREGa00 @YBYo
aloW)M®.

e)ll@d ¢ @um?mﬂg”l%om M08) sl
2106 CGMInOGWIS RAIISVODIM calenel
B80)6BB)M®IM 0660l @P0)S162]Q) M O).
29W)o 260 MV)RIRNOW AIEl2))ed06mE]
0)aM  H0LIOMI6M 09 MM Halglel g
00R00flgMIS al0W)aMm 6eBal ageillwoail

6MOS H@ailee)M@). 06MB)GaI0) a3l
Gl ED1H] 9BIaO0MEBSBI6M.

(aIUROmM DEC3UdY0

1. @YaOd6NIjo DAV GENILI0 ®)S6EB10Ia)
21002 & 8)0S @RYOIWM W(MVICW
ellad ala) andemaow]l mlesleo8w)d.

2. BMOOM ©OBAOOWMDNGEIBE ASSHIQ
0) O B>

3. 00=&yo M1Malda0W] BAlEH)AI0E 00220
#9MOE0S MIBCZUTIE9)B>.

4. @RMIO] $n20@ @G v)ailaflee)d.

DOGIOSH WOHEMB;1LI)0  0IRIHH MID)0
ROEEBS)o VWE00UH® ailg @M IOHBAIE3
gleelss @1elw)am TMoRAIBBUY MR)Es 002D
HOMO0YHS 2IGIMOMI@ arlenz)o B:06mMoal
aMn@Ooem.

(@)50)0)

()5@2) GaleZ 8)

00@10)aM). WEWIZlauM (Diocletian) al(H0Id
omes &1918 allwmo @EM)EAIl2 0100
o)) @eAIGIGE allid)o. alRI0)HSW)o KO
0O @0SlajoS)H3)o B)0lalHBlo Q6NBO
@o)aM). MV)MAOEBIMVITD 2 168:S)H6)EMIOUD
Loe>1<r13<m3m16m§ alROn0em @Y  2a0IMVEID
8MOAMY0 B0} al)®)@Wo afloanl@lenam)
af)aM)o @RAIA aflwolavlay). @RGleMeVEdo
(el@la0eIMo  @RAIO}OSOHWELI00 2)QI0M)6NBI
©10)MN). GRAIGOIS 2I(&HAIRCH] alOGD):
“.. OBD96IBUA )RLCOMINIZ)o 29 Bl
D CBINIB)0 65)S)D OB BRAIOW:0A6TD; GBIOQ
)Ml 2OQINNEMANIB)0 £5)S)ONDT 3)3621OM)
@@)am).” (Disputes are more dangerous than
war and other conflicts; they bring me more grief
than anything else). @ol@)avlo@ caizailal
0TMOOMW)o @RM) MVoeNITWl2))en3ow Elan
MHOBSW)o @RSITLOOMAISSIVWOV])MN) al(bH
QUGOMIWOS DD AUOBE) YD

|

@

mel@ allwioao 90aflaj® aVEINmo
HOMO00WI0)AM). @I 2OM)aUlHAOW )0
A8 9330100W10)IN). lCHU alB10D)RLO
ER0QOWI0)aM) @PAUGIT3E)S] (aIQIBO] 2f@.
@) GaloeEl, alCd)ELOCRONINEM TVEHW
nlee9sm®. MR ElMmm)as, (&l
®)allm MOSHIOM (I OD]SHS)6NE. GRAI
Oée 20Qo0 QI0EMo. ABAG HGEOMV alOGIIH®)
Galosel, BOGAMEUWISTY TURGHS)OS @Y0D
wmo Klailmano, c00aM &EOMORIEHI TVE
V)OS EILAIM MVADELDOV)o, EaOFIYM TVE
HB)HS QalMUDYU0)HVL)N88 ®eHMMW)o
BOM)62I8MOM @O ALl TVIGHUIMOW]
@lde)o.

“®0@3a105) " o) 0018 aU & O @3
MNIa0)AOMOal§ GRMI cROAZE 603
af)alEB:000 af) @AM GRINIM alOMIO
ailos @eaImImlen)mm). MBlalowes.
)@Y 2 lOMIO @BRS)OI EIHEOWI@D....

I 2 oy —




G))QO_I(SEIO&:O - 65
aNd. GAWI. GMIoMLEM GOl

ginlo (olnwlees
ERERAIRNMEOMINS CMEIS)S:

Blanoo 80) TVAEAEM. @R qLVAO
o163 BOWAEM B2GO0 FlaiTvale Moo
@REIN)6 11E:G1E9)aM (aIUdMEBBU3. GRAIOW
OOBHHH00Y0 6al1Q)aM @M M)AV @l
WIClY e MEANOS TVAOOWIHE! RWIal
ROEBUE. @PAITVIMO AIOO HaldD}MIAID
M8 OBElaljo OO0 MAYHN)ENBI
QleMo. B0) ald0 §aldSleNIAINN3 M)S6a3)
oMM Qilalodlee)d. GR@IM alel
(1001 0 al00GAGS AIEN® aGld:e:06nS
@PSICHNME] QI0Yo. MOIVEOO @RSIEH:0
MROWIG1E6H0 @RD HAINFIAN®). ag)MIGI
@) B30) ERSIHE:06NS 20(@0e| @6ERIOM
MoRAIEH)M@. GR@IM A)MI DENBOW
80600 @PSIW)o @R ald06aldgaN@IM
B006MMOWV15)6Ns. BRMYGalIOR! (alUdM
68303 MeNM@IM)o BOIVEO@3 (U0l @)
MO DO(@o MVOWlaf) ag)aM) QIBIEL
alel @RSIGHU3 OEIME aldd §aldg)MN®)
Galoeel @GREME aldl(VaEBUdes 6s)all
BI0&)o0 MIo QflRkWo GMSIAN®.

@EBBBIOS )0 BHEBWI0 BHaHSM
8o alg] @RGeDaila] &eMOl®eals)
MAIE0EM GRWIBHR08)&HB)o. af)aTNIG3
1ol o o»lcd RWo GMS)AN® ®El
2AOla{IS]a] (A ITAMAIBMEIW] 2)EaMOS)
GalO)aM @RYS)HSO6M). MO HH)0U)HHUD
20(®o @RERIalla] MIeE@B)MMaIM allRwo
DENBOHIEL. “af)DMMOBHIENS N0 @RQIlel”
af)aM BOAIGAIMINS TVodWla], WS,
Al®)OENa 6B MEMOg) MI6EB)aNAIN)
NNEU] DEN30VMOB:06NE) M@0 ATIWO
ansolel @ronailvonavale &»deawlo
@0 @RYAIUD A6,

[E Tt |

©

aillR®o M0 af)LJoaln)o @RYNOlHe)
aM). af)aNOMI BRMIMINUUDIRIW Ailel 0
S)BNAUOMB @RUIIB:0GaI0)0 QIO B>
al. G20alla]®)eB:06ME) 20(@o @RYDlel.
(aI@NINWEBBU3 af)CGald0P)o VNBOV1OBHO
nElolen)o. @RGIOM AILllW 60) DRIVWOW]
HOEMIO® ®S120QomM88 aflvoldavo
DENBIB6Mo. (alWOTVEBBUS MValla] 630)
HIMIOMQ 2)HSIGB af) @] 21)0)aldS)0
GMOBH)BMIOUE DENBIBYIM  @RYM A6
(aI@NIMWEBBUE MEBO BEAMOIEMIIU3
MDY EN) MBI BHIAN @ . (al@]6NI MW 633 U3
Mo MO0 S}OMOIM oloslel.
eomniem 0l (a008 81M al0 ) AN -
“@lalloo al0lv0)RL2A0H,)01008 Moo Mo
amoo aldlalenamo”. KRlallo allRw
O] @RYWIVo D aldlUOAAIEM).

af)LI0 aMaHiGlelo 20OV allel
VMW Bleom) Hlsaens. allcald
COMINS @Al DalCWINOQ|S}OM)AN®I
@Om3 EOQIMWIM3 H06MYAN alLIM)o M:R)BE
WOLNOBMN YRS QUM HFIW)0. @R6ENIBIG3
HLe100 aloso): “Dloag alwl @leyaom]
09)a@ mloag mcelolwlwe), 20laf
mIows)om @ Ilo)20meaBus, @edleyos ml
©21Q)aD (alQlf O] 08 af) DI,
59919a3 3lvo MeaBUBHs 209003 & ¥I0le),
al@U GDOD] af)G6BBIG Raldd MDA
mlsamBBo9 ®10)20MH900.” MOM)OS
80G0I0)OMO)OSW)o AULBD (IR0 Doy
Pajs;0mal0m)o Klallmo velwow mlel
D6) HB06NBYCAIIBIMDTIMMBES 6NIOWY D
MM ES@IEM. (al@INIMWEBBUS 051Dy
NOO Ca|0HLIWIHEMAD  al0 WO 0 6MNE.

1 T



MJ0 @BRAIOW 6B MMV GalsSlGajo
S)HWOREME;IME3 @A MO aflam)s@an)
QIaM @R (AlEn)o. GMEOAG]2] MIdEWRIWI
@RAIH® ®)0la)) CMILHIWIG @RAI W
®alg 20016a |00 ag)aM)aId)o. B0} (A1UdMo
®O6Mo ©21Q)M @13 MM M:)HBs)
)@@ e eIElen)an).

(IUOMEBBUB  B)SlHOBGa 0OHRIWIEM).
@PAUHW @RWldo @IGEIDLIlHs)EMIdU3
@)S}MT AUHSBOANHHGW DBB). af)ANIGI
L l@TNVTW:68 GNMEIS)EMI0U3 am 16)(‘@
6;)095 06dHAllso®IO)MMIT3 A@). (alWO
VEBBU3 DL AM}aUIMILL. BOEOOO)
OOABHN)0 @AINAIN)OS RINMOIIGE alel
(@l WlSHB)o MAIESENElI0)0. @Al
O MOEMo YA alMOIDID HOWOY
GOMOIS)&)S] BMAISISHWIEM GAINBD). S

BBUY B0) BRMY(NaOMOWV] &OY®6Mo.
H006Mo, @RAICWIS Raflg RWo EGMSIEMNIO
©061M MEMOS BRYMMo BRUSBGITHIMD).
@RAl MEB8)es e aldrulaflanyam
@IMBS MVOaN2I0Y0 TVYAHSIES)aN). Mlatd
(J@OTVo BHOND@ROBIIM QflRWo @R
OIBLOMNBB® L.

MD)E6) alfl TVMYEBEBB0 DUINBNICSS
M MOWIFINS. alOBH LldHio Q@0
230 GO TUrld:@12f) MEGINO)Y
aMN© WGElVIW allRWo MTBIEL ME)OS
WA B3 M10)ONa0A 0 HOMOD
Wiao AUSOIMD® GAIBMIRMEA06M.
HOMOIUD o @RHG] allIdTVo AUBSBOMIM
WAI®EINO (VELIHHEMo. TVIRIGCEIW
@YaHEM alfl TLUMOIGM M)EIYEBEBW)o
20am) R1ailenomd amaU O™ Claldlafloe)
. Klall®o af)Eao9)o a)GOMHISIVIG3
&)S10)83 WO WA @63B6MWIWITI
M2 BAVIM)o HHHIBBOOMAUOIW] ®0)o.
M20 GMAEISIAN (Al@INITWEBBS)o ol
W6BBBJ0 MOEMO 621 )& 0 6N36M

|

W™ MoRO1GHN B ®. A1 2113
@AM a10068BU3 alClGEREME®. Il®)
anaim) calenglogl, alemls ag)9)canad
SH)INAUMSBS®I6M DD GLIODHO.

$0gGIMmmM)IVAa] @YSIAM B0 H21SlH,
80010le90)® MIeBBUS, 20la] AW @lo
&UWBHH) CEMEO D02)) MILIBHNIAM BHMO
al00HOBCa|00RIVWIWVIBIHNEMo. GRIODH
OMIOL! NaO@IAVYaHSIWOEM  AMYaHy M,
DMHULHMY TVOWIOHBHe @rzAilel. 2l1ail
@O0 WA W)o ®OPalW)o LG
@10991%. @RGaJOUB (aI@ITVINWIBU3 @Al
MOMIBN)M M AUNHD HOWOJo QlSOOD
M1eie9)100 (Voalenemo. VOIIM W)o
®QIgla]alo @RS)OM) QIE)EAAN QiludIday
O3 HOCMMIEISD) . DO PSS M Yo
)BT QfluoloTVAL0 MA)EN)ENBIB:EMo.
DM  @ROV AN WIdTVAIEN) @RI
@RV 20VGBE) N D). aldl(Wonuooeileud
09 aa)o afleeimaod] cmomm)Hailal.
(d@TVTWIH U3 EMEISIEMIOUE @RAIOW
®O6Mo §21QOMBS &S0l M16BBUBEN)6NE
af)™M) al)@eNa0X] lWoIMSlEe)d:. @oEajoud
Moo MLOWELIM) afla10@la] alLI®)o IVOWY
20 lom1o)eaan  GeNIdWio Maxlenenso
0. BRM)OB6NE YA TVAOED, (el
MNITWEBOB BN BOSIOWOSH9)HWEY,
2012] @RAIOW HOWOLANBQo BNl RWo
SOEMBOMAUOMBS  (VAR0EM Moila3
DENBICHEMB®. @) AlWOMENSS GROD
il oI MV EOMOOS (AI@ENIMWEBBHS @O
6Mo §21QAOM MENOS WIAUDLINOWS6)
&SNS ag)M) (aI0BOTIBE)M).

e ™
"It is not what you accomplish;
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Solitary Walk-1 |
Fr. Dr. K.M. George

|n Kerala’s countryside we could once
easily spot a delightful wild variety of
Mussaenda plant. Its first leaves are all
dark green, then come white leaves, and
finally the cute red flowers inside the
white. (My picture here shows a different
variety.)

Standing around the plant we children
chanted in unison:

Amma karumpi, Makalu velumpi,
Makalude makaloru Sundarikkotha.

Roughly translated, it reads:

Mother dark, daughter fair,
daughter’s daughter damsel fairest.

We learned it from our mothers and
grandmothers. Sometimes we would
wield a stick and strike down the wild plant
leaf by leaf while singing it rhythmically.
This was in imitation of
some of our teachers who
beat us for some reason or
no reason. We were
unknowingly projecting |
our anger onto the poor \
plant. (I wonder if modern
man’s brutality to nature is
some kind of infantile
Adam’s anger against God
who expelled him from
paradise. Let’s ask Herr
Doktor Freud !)

It was much later, while
learning about European
colonial empires, slave
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eautiful

trade, apartheid and pervasive racial
discrimination that | realised how racist
and colour-discriminatory our innocently
chanted verse was. Some people might say
the standard of beauty hidden in the chant
was a white British colonial heritage. But
it was here with us long before the
colonial era. The white European colonial
domination of the dark skinned people
probably strengthened our own colour
discriminatory aesthetics. Deeply
ingrained in our caste system was the
grand narrative of the so-called ancient
Aryan-Dravidian conflict and the dominant
aesthetics of fair skinned “Aryans”
imposed on all the rest of Indians. Acting
in school dramas more than half a century
ago | remember how heavily they coated
your face with white powder, just to be in
line with the standards of
~ the prevailing white skin
.| aesthetics.
In our times the rallying
cry Black is Beautiful arose
* from a deeply wounded
) collective consciousness
¥ of people who have been
{ brutally discriminated
against for centuries now.

The horrible killing of
| George Floyd, our dark-
skinned African-American
brother, once again reminds
us how demonic a racist
ideology based on skin
colour can become.
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Gleaninge |

Dr. Raju K. John

WAYS OF THE UNDERDOG- 1

Stories from the 0ld Testament and elsewher

(Continued)

4. Ruth and Boaz ( Book of Ruth )

Ruth was the daughter-in-law of Elimelech
who was a resident of Bethlehem in Judah
during the time of the Judges. When there
was a famine in the land, he, together with
his wife Naomi and sons Mahlon and
Kilion, emigrated to the nearby country,
Moab. Elimelech died during the sojourn.
The sons married Moabite women,
Mahlon taking Ruth as his wife and Kilion
taking Orpah. After they had lived there
for ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also
died. Naomi was left with her two
daughters-in-law.

When Naomi heard that the famine in
Judah had passed, she decided to return.
She advised her daughters-in-law to
return to their own mothers and remarry.
Orpah reluctantly left; however, Ruth, in
spite of Naomi’s dissuasions, accompanied
her to Bethlehem. The two women
reached Bethlehem at the beginning of the
barley harvest in a state of dire poverty. In
order to support her mother-in-law and
herself, Ruth went to the fields to pick up
the grain left over in the fields after the
harvest. The field she went to belonged
to a man named Boaz who was kind to her
because he had heard of her loyalty to her
mother-in-law. Ruth told Naomi of Boaz’s
kindness, and she continued to collect the
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leftover grains in his field through the
remainder of the barley and wheat harvest.

Boaz was a close relative of Elimelech
and therefore one of the family’s guardian-
redeemers who had the obligation to
preserve the family name and estate by
entering into Levirate union with Ruth. But
there was a closer relative who had the
first claim on the family inheritance. Boaz
could marry Ruth only if that relative
relinquished his claim. From the Bible
narrative that follows, it is clear that this
man was interested only in redeeming
their property, but not in a Levirate union
with Ruth in order to preserve her dead
husband’s name. Naomi too might have
had apprehensions about this man’s
intentions. If they approached him for
redemption and he refused to marry Ruth,
that refusal would have resulted in great
humiliation and made it difficult for them
to approach other guardian-redeemers
down the line.

Naomi who was worried about finding
a suitable home for Ruth thought Boaz
would make a good husband for Ruth since
he was a kind and just man who had a good
standing in the society. Normally, it was
not possible for them to approach Boaz
bypassing the first claimant. So she
devised a plan to entice Boaz into marrying
Ruth. She then told her daughter-in-law
to wash, put on perfume, and get dressed
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in her best clothes, go down to the
threshing floor where Boaz would be
spending the night and lie down by his feet
after he had gone to sleep. She did as she
was instructed. In the middle of the night
he was startled by a woman lying at his
feet. He asked her who she was, and she
replied: “I am your handmaid Ruth. Spread
your robe over your handmaid, for you are
a redeeming kinsman.

“Spread your robe over me” was a
symbolic request for sexual relations. The
plan was to seduce Boaz into a physical
union with her, thus making the Levirate
marriage a fait accompli. Though he was
attracted to her, he didn’t immediately fall
for her charms. He understood her request
and blessed her for it. He also praised her
for not pursuing younger men. He then told
her that there was a kinsman nearer than
he who had the first right to redeem the
estate of Elimelech and that it would be
necessary for this kinsman to renounce his
right before Boaz could proceed in the matter.

Accordingly he called this kinsman to
the gate of the city before the elders, and
told him of Ruth’s situation and his right
to redeem the estate and to marry Ruth.
The kinsman was willing to redeem the
property belonging to Elimelech, but did
not desire to marry Ruth. So he renounced
his right of redemption, thus allowing
Boaz to marry her. Boaz bought the estate
from Naomi and married Ruth.

Naomi’s motive in making plans for
Ruth to seduce Boaz into a Levirate union
was pure. She wanted a suitable husband
for Ruth who would protect and support
her and preserve their family name and
estate. Ruth was a woman of noble
character. She had accompanied Naomi
from Moab in spite of her dissuasions, and
remained loyal to her ever after. Whatever
she did that night was on the advice of her
mother-in-law. She could have gone back
to her mother’s house and found a new
husband or as Boaz noted, she could have
gone after younger men. But she did none
of these. Her sole motive was to get a
guardian redeemer who could preserve
her dead husband’s name and estate. The
seduction was thus a calculated move on
their part. But it ultimately resulted in a
God-honouring marriage. Ruth and Boaz
became the parents of Obed who became
the father of Jesse, the father of David.

All these four women (Rebekah, Rachel,
Tamar and Ruth) living in a patriarchal
society were voiceless and powerless to
put across their views to the powers-that-
be. Acting in the best interest of their
families, they used whatever means
available to them to achieve their ends.
History is witness to the fact that their
actions found favour with God.

Another underdog success story, but of

a different kind, is that of David’s win over
Goliath.

(To be continued)

Please remember to send/renew your subscriptions.
It will be a great support in publishing the
magazine.

Please also enrol one new subscriber.

- Chief Editor

|
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God is our Creator, and we are His crea-
tures. The scriptures tell us that God cre-
ated us in His own image, which should
mean that He created us with a mind that
is capable of sharing His love with Him.
Here we have to understand something
that is very important. God is Almighty;
His powers are limitless. We, on the other
hand, are restricted in many ways by all
the limitations that we are created with,
for example, the space and time limita-
tions. Concepts like limitless space and
limitless time go beyond our powers of
comprehension. This being the case, we
cannot hope to understand God and His
ways fully; there are bound to be inad-
equacies in our understanding.

As Christians we do believe that God is
in control of everything that happens any-
where in the universe at any time. But
many of the happenings around us often
baffle us; we feel puzzled, sometimes
even frustrated. This is because we ex-
pect to be able to understand everything
fully, which is just not possible. The best
way to prevent a feeling of frustration is
to accept the fact that we will never be
able to have a perfect understanding of
matters like the nature of the lives we live
here or the functioning of this cosmos — to
accept it and to bow our heads in humility
before it.

This is not a very easy thing to do, be-
cause man, by nature, aspires for much
more than he can ever hope to achieve.
This is what leads to all the frustration that
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Life Style | ]
Dr. Annie David
God’s Ways Are
Inscrutable

@

E]

we usually experience. Pride is perhaps
the most difficult sin to deal with. The hu-
mility to come to terms with our limita-
tions comes only from arduous effort,
which many people are not able to sustain;
they would rather suffer the frustration.

This is a very unChristian attitude to-
wards life. The right Christian attitude is
to be humble before God, gracefully ac-
cepting our limitations, not aspiring to
understand what we cannot — to submit
ourselves to God’s control of matters — to
accede to His ways. His ways are indeed
inscrutable. We only add to our frustra-
tion by rebelling against them. A rebel-
lious mind does not get us anywhere.
Peace and contentment in life come to
us only by an unquestioning submission
to God’s will.

The greatest blessing of being a true
Christian is the faith that there is the
promise of a sublime life waiting for us at
the end of this present life on the earth,
that death is not the end of it all. This is
the hope that gives us what may be de-
scribed as ‘the peace that passeth under-
standing’ — the hope that sustains us
through all the trials and tribulations and
adversities of this life here, though we
have no clear understanding of what it is
going to be like hereafter — the humility
to submit ourselves to the divine promise
without seeking to find out what it would
really mean to us. The key to a true Christian
life seems to be the humility that lies at
the bottom of it all.
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Chinietian Yision-54 |
Prof. Dr. T.V. Thomas

THE LAST WAR

”The Last War” is a one-act play,
written in 1934, by Neil Grant, a Scottish
writer of renown. The play has much
significance during this time when the
Corona Virus ravages humans all over the
world, posing great threat to the existence
of mankind on the face of the earth.

In a war between two countries, both
the countries use biological weapons
loaded with bacteria and viruses. These
organisms spreading all over the earth
wipe away the entire human race. With
no human habitation on earth, a few
species of animals summon a meeting;
this forms the plot of the play around
which the central incidents turn. All
animals except the dog are of the opinion
that it is much better for them to live in a
world free of human beings. Only the dog
misses his master badly. The horse says,
“When accompanying and carrying men in
the battlefield, | have foreseen this plight
of humans years ago.” The monkey
expresses anguish over man’s defaming
him calling him his ancestor. The lion, the
king of the forest, harshly makes his
remark that though he has power, he
never butchers animals, like man for no
reason. He kills them only to whet his
appetite. The serpent (snake) who knows
man right from the time of creation
comments, “Give man a paradise, he will
fill it with filth of all kinds; give him a free
mind, he will fill it with evil thoughts; give
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him beautiful hands, he will use them for
making weapons to destroy his fellow
beings; send him a prophet, he will drive
him away.” All the animals assembled
there brand man as a ‘stupid race’ and they
express great happiness on getting rid of
him from the earth.

While the discussion is in progress, the
microbe (virus) which wiped off the
humans, appears there. The virus opines
that man has been experiencing the end
result of feeding him and growing him in
the laboratories to destroy fellow men,
his enemies. At this stage, an angel enters
the scene. The angel has travelled all
around the earth, free of human beings,
making observations of his own. The
angel finds the skyscrapers built by man
desolate. The pride of man who considers
science as everything, and all his boastful
thoughts of conquering space and the
moon come to an end. Man abused and
killed all God-sent prophets, who came to
mend his ways and lead him in the right
path. He does not respect God who has
made the complex network of millions of
neurons in his brain which is responsible
for his intelligence. The idiotic thoughts
of man who considers himself wise and
powerful bring about his own downfall,
the angel observes.

In the last scene, when the play has
reached its climax, a man who escapes
from the clutches of the virus appears.
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When all the animals there angrily
approach to kill him, the angel intervenes,
preventing them from doing so. But the
man thinks it better to kill himself than
living all alone in this universe. He begs
forgiveness of all the animals for the
cruelty and evil acts of men on them. The
curtain falls as the angel carries him away,
protecting him from the animals.

Though the play was written 86 years
ago, it is highly thought-provoking
especially during this time when the
universe itself is under the threat of the
corona virus. If we believe what the virus
says in the play, we may be forced to
believe that man made this virus in his
laboratories for killing his enemies. At this
stage it is better for us to realize that man
is only a tiny link in the long chain of inter-
connections in this universe and all the
knowledge that we have acquired so far is
only like a small droplet in the vast ocean
of what is there yet to be known. Above
all, man must have the humility to bow
before nature for its hidden realities which
are not fully revealed to him. Even if man
cannot comprehend all the universal truths
about nature, he must at least try to
develop in him a mindset for not abusing it.

C.E.M.Joad, in his essay, ‘The Story of
the Civilization’, written in 1931, warns
that if man goes on fighting with lethal
nuclear weapons, in the war after the
next, he will have to fight with bows and
arrows.

Nostradamus, the French astrologer
and apothecary, in his book, ‘Le Prophetic’
written in 1551, predicts: “There will be a
twin year (2020) from which will arise a
gueen (Corona) who will come from the
east (China) and who will spread a plague
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(Covid - 19), in the darkness of night on a
country with seven hills (Italy) and will
transform the twilight of men into dust
(death), to destroy and ruin the world. It
will be the end of the world economy as
you know it.” This prediction should be
viewed in the light of the present day
happenings and the expert predictions
during the time of the pandemic in the
year 2020, that “there will be a huge down-
fall in the economy as a result of Covid-19
(Corona).”

The poem, ‘And People Stayed at
Home’ written by Kathleen O’ Meare, the
Irish-French Catholic writer in 1869, is a
pointer to our present situation:

And people stayed at home
and read books and listened
and rested and exercised
and when the danger ended
and people found each other
grieved for the dead people
and they made new choices
and dreamed of new visions
and created new ways of life
and healed the earth completely
just as they were healed
themselves.

The prophetic lines of the Bible read:
“If | shut up heaven that there be no rain or
if | command the locusts to devour the land,
or if | send a pestilence among my people,
if my people which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then will | hear from heaven, and
forgive their sins and will heal their land"
(Il Chronicles 7:13-14). Hence, let us
be resolute and firm in our faith in God
for “nothing can take place without Him
sanctioning it.”
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Reglections |
Leela Kuruvilla

The word ANGER causes a frown on
our faces. No one likes anger. We do not
like to deal with an angry person, or to
be angry ourselves; yet many a time we
go through a bout of anger or confront
an angry person.

The trillions of cells in our body like
to live in harmony with each other. When
we get angry or hate or shout at some-
body, the cells are disturbed, and they
start fighting with each other. If we are
habitually angry, there will be confusion
and chaos among the body cells, causing
various diseases, mainly what are
known as autoimmune diseases, where
the body cells attack each other, resulting
in a weakening of our immune system.
It has been scientifically proved that
pent up anger and hatred cause serious
illnesses.

There are quite a few simple tips to
control anger, like counting 10 to 1 (in
reverse), taking deep breaths or
moving away from the scene.

Anger is a fire ball thrown by the
angry person, and if you are at the
receiving end, evade it; if you try to catch
it and throw it back at the sender your
hands and body will get burned, and
there can even be an explosion. If you
do not react, the fire ball thrown at you
will fall down and get extinguished on
its own.
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When calamities like serious ill-
nesses afflict us, first we feel sad, and
then we tend to get angry as to why this
has happened to us. Our mind is a power
house, which can control our feelings
and emotions. If the mind is strong and
we firmly believe that we will overcome
the disease, our mind and body will be
at peace, and chances are that we will
be cured. On the contrary, if we lose
hope and bemoan our situation, the dis-
gase can overcome us.

“It is part of the cure to wish to be
cured.” — (Seneca, ancient Roman phi-
losopher.)

In the Holy Bible, we read the story
of Job. In spite of the extreme physical
agony he had to suffer, and ridicule from
friends and his own wife he had to bear,
he was resolute in his belief that God
would deliver him from his plight. Finally
Job comes out of all this, cured of his
afflictions and blessed abundantly.

Anger is not a solution to any prob-
lem. During the storms and trials in life,
hold on to the Lord firmly; He will set
things right in His time, notin our time.

“Surely the arm of the Lord is not too
short to save, nor his ear too dull to
hear” — Isaiah 59:1.

“Getting angry is punishing your-
self for the mistakes of others.”
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Dr. Molly Joseph

For You | Flowen...

Foryou | flower
for all your care...

don’t call me the giant
granny tree
| am the sapling
your forefathers
planted...
with all their care,
| grew up...

now, for you | flower
for all your care...

caressed by you
generations,
| stretched
my branches, leaves
to hug you close,
you the kernel of
my being...

| stood by you

in all seasons,

you stood for me
through thick and thin

When my barks

broke open
you panicked fetching
the expert from far.

missing your parents
| knew you could
never brook

missing me...

foryou | flower
for all your care...

|

| was a part of the
tumult
the ups and downs of
your life...

when on moonlit nights
parties were held
decking me

in multicolours...
when on heavy nights

you sat and wept
under me, my leaves
fanning you...

thrill was it
when kids and puppy
vied with each

to pick the mangoes
that | threw.

foryou | flower

(Poem taken from ‘Myna’s Musings’ written by Dr. Molly Joseph,
former Head of English Department, St. Xavier’s College, Aluva,
and presently Professor in Communicative English at FISAT,
Angamaly. Published by Authors' Press, New Delhi)
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K.G. Kumar

THE (P)ART OF POSITIVE THINKING
IN EFFECTIVE HEALING

Any time in our lives, some chronic
diseases may befall us when least expected.
What is serious and what is mild depend on
our perception. Mild ailments, we prefer to
treat ourselves, but if it is serious, we seek
expert guidance. Usually, diseases related to
the heart, lungs, brain and kidneys as well as
cancer are chronic in nature. It may also be an
accident or a calamity, leading to serious
consequences. Some ailments, which we take
as mild, may later turn out to be serious
because of incorrect diagnosis or improper
treatment. We may wonder why there were
no symptoms, and why the doctors whom we
met earlier did not caution us. On detection
of a serious disease, the medical team may
make it appear as alarming as possible, because
of the seriousness of the situation or some
ulterior motives.

When others fall sick, our empathy and
sympathy will flow profusely, and we try our
best to enlighten them with advice and stories,
abundant in our stock. We visit the patient and
make him (not gender-specific) recollect his
traumatic experiences in connection with the
disease. Under our compulsion, he will be giving
a verbatim report, reliving the painful days he
had overcome. Simultaneously, we may transmit
some infections, both physical and mental,
quite unknowingly and unintentionally. We
never realize that we are making him more
miserable. But, when we ourselves are sick,
we don’t want any disturbance from others,
and we seek peace and cure.

Now, as a patient, there are a few general
questions that a person asks himself:
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1) Why did this happen to me?
2) How serious is it?

3) Is the treatment useful and how far can it
be/should be continued?

4) Is there a permanent cure, or, in short, how
long will I live?

WHY DID HIS HAPPEN TO ME?

This is the first question that comes to our
mind when something happens against our will
or planning. Yes, why did this happen... to me...
and to me alone? Frankly, there is no answer. It
is a reality that it has happened. We have no
way other than to accept it. We can go for its
medical reasons. We undergo a lot of tests,
scans, biopsies and the like. It may or may not
lead to the actual causes, but we will have to
be satisfied with the assumptions or findings
of the knowledgeable persons whom we
approach.

In this connection, it is good to remember
that we do not ask ‘why?’, when good things
happen in our lives or when we are better than
others. So, when we ask ‘why?’, we seek
something deeper than the medical reasons.
In fact, we are asking this question to God, since
we fail to understand why God allowed this to
happen to us! We may even go to the extent of
thinking that God failed in His duty to protect
us!!

When we are afflicted, there are various
ways in which we perceive it. Some people
believe that it is divine punishment for the sins
of the patient and his forefathers. It is said that
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such punishments will remain in force upon
seven generations. Some feel that God is
testing the people whom He loves more, like
asking Abraham to sacrifice his son; and some
believe that God is using this to bring us closer
to Him!

Some people do not agree with this. They
hold that God is Love, and so, He will not use
negative ways to make us love Him. When Jesus
was healing a blind person, people asked Him
whether the person was born blind because of
his sins or that of his parents. He replied that it
was to reveal the work of God in his life. He
added that all the 18 persons who were
crushed under the fallen Tower of Siloam were
not worse sinners! Further, it is said that ‘if a
father eats raw grapes, it will not affect his son’s
teeth’. Thus, there are biblical references that
support all kinds of views. All these are related
to specific contexts. The problem lies in taking
these out of context.

| have heard religious leaders telling that
ever since Adam ate the forbidden fruit in the
Garden of Eden, the inherent sin is passing
down the generations through the ‘birth of a
child, which itself is a sin’. But then, | am at a
loss to understand why they overlook the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, which is the remedy
for our sins. Further, the ‘birth of a child’ is the
extension of the divine act of creation, using
the faculties that God has bestowed on us!
Misuse of this faculty may be a sin but not the
birth of a child!

While pondering over all these arguments
about the causes of his afflictions, the patient
looks around and wonders why this does not
happen to the ruthless persons around with
brutal life styles. They thrive in their lives..,
amass wealth... purchase high positions... enjoy
life.., and continue to exploit others..., but
apparently nothing bad happens to them!

It is no wonder if the patient remains
puzzled for a moment. He ponders over the
religious lessons that he learned, all the good

|

work he had done and the normal life that he
led. He wants to find out where exactly he had
gone wrong! To me, it appears that all diseases
cannot be attributed to sin and that it is not
correct to say that God is using the sword of
disease to bring people closer to Him. In fact,
we must be close to God always, not only in
our bad times, but in our good times as well.

For the weak and afflicted, God is the only
refuge. Turning to man may not always be
useful. So, when we are in trouble, we accept
the reality and appeal to God for cure, because
He is our strength. That will mainly keep us
calm, despite the gravity of our problems. More
than the cure, it will strengthen us to face the
situation. In my life, | have gone through the
‘valley of the shadow of death’ (Psalm 23:4),
but the ‘green pastures and still waters’ lay
along the sides. | was not afraid because |
believed that ‘He will stand by me and comfort
me with His rod and staff’.

HOW SERIOUS IS THE DISEASE?

This question is more of a medical nature,
but obviously leading to associated financial
concerns. In this context, we may have come
across some medicos who try to mislead us for
selfish reasons, even when the disease is well
under control. But if you are lucky, some ‘angels’
may appear out of the blue to give you hope
and strength! The patient and his well-wishers
have a right to know the real picture, to be
prepared mentally and financially. Unfortunately,
more damage is done by some visitors, who
pretend to know everything under the sky. So,
it is always better to limit visitors, particularly
in serious diseases, unless their presence is
beneficial to the patient. The negative inputs
put down the patient and cut down his
optimism, which is very necessary for effective
healing. The main benefit of knowing the
seriousness of the disease is that a casual
approach can be avoided.

(To be continued)
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M.G. Kuruvilla

Recently, | came across a lengthy
debate in a WhatsApp group as to
whether St. Thomas did touch the wounds
of Jesus Christ? | hope all know its
background, narrated in John 20:19-29.

When the risen Christ first appeared
before His disciples, Thomas was not
there. Christ had shown them His wounds
so that they would believe it is Him. When
Thomas returned to the group, they told
him that Christ had come. In a fit of
disbelief or perhaps in the disappointment
that he could not be present there when
Christ came, Thomas uttered, “Except |
shall see in his hands, the print of the nails,
and put my hand into his side, | will not
believe.” (Vs.25)

In His next visit after eight days, Christ
invited Thomas to “reach hither thy finger,
and see my hands; and reach (hither) thy
hand, and put it into my side: and be not
faithless, but believing.” John does not say
whether Thomas did touch as asked by
Christ, but it is recorded that Thomas
answered “My Lord and my God.”
| believe that he did not touch, but the
very vision of the risen Christ was more
than enough for him.

Now back to the debate, the self-
made theologians in the WhatsApp world
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argued at length and breadth whether
Thomas touched Christ or not. They
however overlooked the fact that the only
narration of this event is in the book of
John, as above. But when the arguments
heated up, it touched the pinnacle with
comparison of supremacy between
Thomas and Peter, and then went down
to the very foundation of the Christian
Church in India!

It looked funny to me. What is the use
of the argument? It has no impact on our
social or religious life except that it keeps
us busy in this corona-stricken period.
Most of our arguments and debates are
like this. We bring out a piece of bone,
and make it a bone of contention. We
make a mountain out of a mouse, and
when we are about to mount the
mountain, the mouse runs away.

Jesus Christ says, “Let your speech be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and more than this is
of the evil.” (Mt. 5:37) It is not that we
should be silent always, but that every
word that we speak should be out of our
conviction... and profitable to the speaker
as well as to the listener.

But, did Thomas actually touch Jesus?
Keep discussing, if you have nothing better
to do..... (July 3 is St. Thomas Day.)
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